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In the passage, it is clear that indeed, to finish is to win. Looking at the nature of the sport in this passage, whoever finishes is a winner. The author develops the theme of “To finish is to win” by detaching from discussing what winging this sporting event would entail. From the beginning, the author only describes what the sport is about but refrains from mentioning what winning the sport would entail. For example, the author mentions that there were 1500 triathletes in the race but did not mention whether all of them wanted to win. The author only concentrates on Great and how she does the race in Hawaii. This makes the race to seem like a challenge testing the ability of athletes such as Greta to complete the race.
The author also develops the theme “to finish is to win” by describing that even when one does not emerge the second, the crowd still cheers, meaning that the challenge is to complete the race. At one point in the passage, the author mentions that Greta looked at the athlete ahead of her and gathered her strength. This means that Greta was not the fast triathlete to complete the race. There was at least one triathlete in front of her. But despite that, when she approached the finishing line, the crowd cheered her own and encouraged her to complete the race. This is a clear indication that completion of the race is in itself a win for a triathlete in this race.
It should also be noted that the author did not mention any positions of any triathletes in an order that would suggest who the winner was and who was in second, third or other positions. He avoided any mention of any order of the athletes and only concentrated on how Great was doing in the race, what she ate, what she drunk and what went through her mind as well as how long she runs. Therefore, the author developed the theme of “to finish is to win” by keeping the reader in the dark about the actual position of Greater and only implies how the crowd cheers own as Greta approaches and crosses the finishing line and how her hands are lifted up, an indication of a winner. The lifting of her hands after she crosses the finishing line means that she is a winner no matter the position. She is a winner because she has completed the race.
Finally, the author develops the theme that “to finish is to win” by stating the actual words of Greta to the local news reporter stating why she loved the sport. She states clearly that to finish is to win no matter what time one crosses the finishing line, whether it is under 10 hours or after 10 hours. These direct words used by the author of the passage to explain how in this race, winning is not about being position one but just finishing the race, no matter how long it takes a triathlete.
